Ranch Houses in Georgia:
A Guide to Architectural Styles

Ranch Houses in Georgia
come in a wide variety 0 as
seen here in these pictures of
Ranch Houses in just one
small community.

Their diversity is extreme --
more so than any other kind
of historic house -- and
sometimes perplexing.
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And yet there are recurring
patterns of outward
appearances and
underlying forms .

The outward appearances
are indicative of different
architectural styles applied
to Ranch Houses .

The variations in the
underlying forms of Ranch
Houses reveal different
Ranch House types (or sub-
types).



This presentation is about
architectural styles. (A
complementary presenta tion
discusses the various types of
Ranch Houses in Georgia.)
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It builds upon the residential
architectural styles first
identified in the 1991
Georgia's Living Places
report.

In that report, architectural
style is defined in two ways

Georgia’s Living Places:

(1) the decoration or
ornamentation that has
been put on a house in a
systematic pattern or
arrangement to create a
specific visual effect; and/or




(2) the overall design of a
house including proportions,
scale, massing, symmetry or
asymmetry, and the
relationship among parts
such as solids and voids or
height, depth, and width.

With this definition of
architectural style in mind,

| et s get our
identification kit and look at
the different architectural
styles found on Georgia's
Ranch Houses.
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Four architectural styles

predominate:

the Contemporary (or
"California" Contemporary),

the Eichleresque (or

"Eichler"),

the Rustic (or "Western"),

and the Colonial Revival

Also represented in small
numbers is the Spanish

Colonial Revival style.

Clearly evident

isthe

influence of Frank Lloyd
Wright in both overall design

and detalils.

And then there are the

"plain" or oO0no

acade

s t y Ramah Houses & Ranch
Houses whose appearance is
defined primarily by their
sub-type plan -form and not
by historical styles or a pplied

ornamentation.
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Because of its importance to
the history of the Ranch
House in Georggi
with this last one -- the Plain
or plainly styled Ranch

House.

It is best represented by what
our offi ce chadkl
Ranch Ho-apland
unadorned, red -brick house,
relying on the architectural
fundamentals of form,

roofline, window and door
openings, and wall

treatments for effect.

This is the most prevalent
architectural style of Ranch
House in Georgia.

It's not so much a style in the
historical sense of the word
as it is a style in the modern
mid -20th -century sense:
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The absence of historically
derived forms and ornament,
and the presence of
functionally derived forms
and features, straightforward
construction and use of
materials, and an exterior
design that often reflects the
interior arrangement of
spaces and functions.

As such, it has a very
distinctive appearance ...

Often visually striking in its
bold simple forms.



