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The Ordinary Iconic Ranch House is about the mid-20th-century Ranch House in Georgia.  It 
is presented in six parts. 
 
Part I (this part) is an introduction to the Ranch House.  It describes the character-defining 
features of the Ranch House and places this new house in the broad historical context of 
mid-20th-century America. 
 
Other parts of The Ordinary Iconic Ranch House tell the rest of the Ranch House story.
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Some of you may be wondering:  the Ranch 
House? 
  
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƛǘƘ that?! 
  
Lǘϥǎ ǎƻ Χ ordinary.  It's so ... everywhere.  
And it's not even very old. 
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[ŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ƭƻƻƪΦ 
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¢ƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ άǿƘȅ wŀƴŎƘ IƻǳǎŜǎέ ōŜƎǎ ŀ 
larger question:  why houses at all?   Why do 
we value the history and the architecture of 
houses, Ranch Houses or otherwise? 
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Well, for one obvious reason, there are a lot 
of them.   
  
In fact, houses make up about three-
quarters of all our historic buildings.  If 
ǿŜΩǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
history of our built environment, and 
ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƛǘΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ 
houses. 
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Another reason:  Houses, more than any 
kind of building, bring us up close and 
personal to what people wanted in 
residential architectural design.   
  
More so than any other kind of building, 
houses reveal popular as well as 
professional preferences in building types 
and architectural styles. 
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Houses also tell us about historical lifestyles 
and domestic trends ς stories about how we 
lived in the past, and how we used our 
houses to live those lives. 
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And, lastly, houses ς especially single-family 
houses ς are to a great degree a distinctly 
American phenomenon.  No other country 
in the world has invested so much time, 
money, and energy in designing, building, 
and living in individual houses. 
  
So yes, we should definitely be paying 
attention to  houses! 
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And so we come back to the mid-20th-
century Ranch Houses, and why we should 
be studying them. 
  
[ŜǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ōȅ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 
another context:  by looking at some earlier 
20th-century houses. 
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From early in the 20th century, the familiar 
Craftsman Bungalow represents a 
prosperous time characterized by an 
interest in the arts and crafts and quiet 
domestic life. 
  
It was largely a reaction to what was 
ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άŜȄŎŜǎǎέ ƻŦ 
Victorian architecture. 
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From the 1920s, the English Cottage and 
/ƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ wŜǾƛǾŀƭ ƻǊ ά/ŀǇŜ /ƻŘέ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ǎǇŜŀƪ 
to a decade preoccupied with domesticity 
ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǊƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿŀǊ Χ 
 
 
 


